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Annie R. Specht, Ph.D. 
 

200L Ag. Admin. 
2120 Fyffe Rd.  
Columbus, OH 43210 

Office Phone: 614.292.1626 
Email: specht.21@osu.edu 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Associate Professor/Assistant Professor, Agricultural Communication, Department of Agricultural 
Communication, Education, and Leadership (ACEL) at The Ohio State University 
Teach undergraduate courses in publication design, data visualization, Web design and technology, and magazine 
production; teach graduate course in applied communication theory. Served as the undergraduate program 
coordinator for agricultural communication major and minor and sat on the ACEL undergraduate academic affairs 
committee. Recruit, advise, and mentor undergraduate and graduate students; supervise graduate teaching and 
research assistants. Serve on master’s and doctoral committees. Co-advise OSU chapter of Agricultural 
Communicators of Tomorrow. Co-advised Sigma Alpha Agricultural Sorority. Helped establish and co-advise 
Citation Needed. August 2014-present. 
 
Assistant Professor, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Communication, Department of Agricultural 
Leadership, Education & Communication at University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Taught undergraduate courses in public relations, media production, and professional development in the 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Communication (AESC) program at UNL. Developed curricula for 
additional courses to expand AJRN major offerings. Advised and recruited undergraduate students and co-advised 
the UNL chapter of Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow. Developed grant proposal for Higher Education 
Challenge Grant submitted in April 2014. July 2013-June 2014. 
 
Freelance Graphic Designer 
Designed promotional posters, flyers, and banners for Tuscarawas, Carroll, Harrison, and Jefferson County Farm 
Bureau events and activities; edited print materials for distribution to members; and developed materials for 
county award displays at American Farm Bureau Federation annual meetings. Designed print advertisements for 
registered Holstein breeders for publication in state and national industry publications; developed and managed 
farm website for Trealayne Holsteins; and produced catalog cover and advertisements for cattle sales and 
consignments. Designed event announcements and invitations for clients. September 2004-present. 

 
EDUCATION 
 
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas (2013)  
Ph.D. in Agricultural Leadership, Education & Communications – Agricultural Communications & Journalism 
specialization 
Chair: Tracy Rutherford, Ph.D.  
Dissertation: “A Social Semiotic Discourse Analysis of Film and Television Portrayals of Agriculture: Implications for 
American Cultural Memory” 
 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio (2010) 
M.S. in Agricultural & Extension Education – Agricultural Communication specialization 
Chair: Emily Buck, Ph.D. 
Thesis: “Investigating the Cultivation Effects of Television Advertisements and Agricultural Knowledge Gaps on 
College Students’ Perceptions of Modern Dairy Husbandry Practices” 
 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio (2008) 
B.S. in Agriculture – Agricultural Communication; B.A. in Humanities – English 
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Magna cum laude with Honors in English and Distinction in Agricultural Communication 
Honors Thesis: “Cultivating the Farm Bill: The Effect of Print Media Communication on Agricultural Legislation”  
 
Additional Training 
President and Provost Leadership Institute (2023-24) 
CFAES Culturally Responsive Mentoring Program (2021) 
Ohio State University Course Design Institute for Online Courses (2017) 

 
SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS (2019-PRESENT) 
 
Dyment, M. A., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. (In press). New beginnings: An exploration of agricultural communications 

curriculum development in Ontario. Manuscript accepted to the NACTA Journal.  
 
Stollar, M., Rumble, J. N., Buck, E. B., Specht, A. R., Hu, W., & Knipe, C. L. (2022). Consumers’ purchasing intent 

regarding conventional, plant-based, and cultured meats. Journal of Applied Communications, 106(1). 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2407.  
 

Specht, A. R., Rumble, J. N., & Buck, E. B. (2020). “You call that meat?" Investigating social media conversations 
and influencers surrounding cultured meat. Journal of Applied Communications, 104(1). 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2303.  

 
Haller, L., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. B. (2019). Exploring the impact of Ohio agricultural organizations’ social media 

use on traditional media coverage of agriculture. Journal of Applied Communications, 103(4). 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2264. 

 
Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. B. (2019). Crowdsourcing change: An analysis of Twitter discourse on food waste and 

reduction strategies. Journal of Applied Communications, 103(2). https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2240. 
 
Manuscripts Under Review or in Development: 
 
Stollar, M., Rumble, J. N., Specht, A. R. (In review). Understanding how branding influences Gen Z’s behavioral 

intent with charitable food organizations. Manuscript submitted to the Journal of Applied Communications. 
 
Dyment, M. A., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. (In review). International interests: Student and industry perspectives on 

agricultural communications curriculum development in Ontario. Manuscript submitted to the Journal of 
International Agricultural and Extension Education. 

 
Summerfield, E. D., Volk, N., Specht, A. R., & Claflin, K. (In review). They don’t know Diddly Squat: The influence of 

Clarkson’s Farm on college students’ knowledge and perceptions of agriculture. Manuscript submitted to the 
Journal of Agricultural Education.  

 
 

 
TEXTBOOK CHAPTERS 

McCubbins, O., & Specht, A. R. (2023). “Designing Instruction: Delivery.” In J. Elliot, R. Rudd, and S. Whittington 

(Eds.), Powerful Teaching: 4 Keys to Dynamic Learning. Blacksburg, VA: Virginia Tech Department of 

Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education. https://doi.org/10.21061/teachagriculture.  

Roberts, L., Specht, A. R., Hill, N., & Holt, J. (2022). “Personal Branding and Communication.” R. Telg (Ed.), 
Agricultural Communications in Action, 2nd Ed. 
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Rutherford, T., & Specht, A. R. (2022). “Future of Agricultural Communications.” R. Telg (Ed.), Agricultural 
Communications in Action, 2nd Ed. 

REFEREED ORAL PRESENTATIONS IN PROCEEDINGS 
 
Thapa, M., Adhikari, S., Specht, A. R., Lawson, C. R., Rumble, J. N., & Buck, E. B. (2024, June). Exploring perceptions 

of Ohio residents on agricultural issues. Manuscript accepted to the 2024 Association of Communication 
Excellence National Conference.  

 
Summerfield, E., Volk, N., Specht, A., & Claflin, K. (2023, June). Keeping it real: Using reality TV to increase college 

students’ agricultural literacy. Oral presentation at the 2023 North American Colleges & Teachers of 
Agriculture (NACTA) Annual Conference. Las Cruces, NM. 

 
Summerfield, E., Volk, N., Specht, A. R., & Claflin, K. (2023, May). They don't know Diddly Squat: The influence of 

Clarkson's Farm on college students' knowledge and perceptions of agriculture. Paper presented at the 2023 
American Association for Agricultural Education National Conference.  Raleigh, NC. 

 
Dyment, M., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. B. (2023, February). New beginnings: An exploration of agricultural 

communications curriculum development in Ontario. Paper presented at the 2023 National Agricultural 
Communications Symposium. Oklahoma City, OK. 

 
Hill, N., Claflin, K., Specht, A., & Hock, G. (2022, October). Edutainment on the farm: A content analysis of tweets 

about Clarkson’s Farm. Paper presented at the 2022 North Central Region of the American Association for 
Agricultural Education Research Conference. Columbia, MO. 

 
Holbrook, K., Summerfield, E., & Specht, A. (2022, October). Social media usage in The Ohio State University ANR 

Extension communication. Paper presented at the 2022 North Central Region of the American Association for 
Agricultural Education Research Conference. Columbia, MO. 

 
Specht, A. R., Sanders, A., Rumble, J. N., & Buck, E. B. (2021, February). Cell-cultured and alternative meat: 

Monitoring emerging food trends. Paper presented at the 2021 National Agricultural Communications 
Symposium. Virtual conference. Outstanding research paper and presentation. 

 
McClain, S., Niewoehner-Green, J. E., & Specht, A. R. (2020, October). Talking about mental health: An analysis of 

mental health messages promoted by organization that support Ohio school-based agricultural education. 
Paper presented at North Central American Association for Agricultural Education. Virtual conference. 

 
Rockers, A., Specht, A., & Sanders, A. (2020, June). Women, sexism, and Twitter: An analysis of the conversational 

themes utilized to discuss women’s experience in agriculture. Paper presented at the 2020 Association for 
Communications Excellence (ACE) Conference. Chicago, IL. 

 
Stohlmann, L. K., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. B. (2020, May). Seeing is believing: Applying social learning theory to 

agricultural virtual field trips in Ohio. Paper presented at the 2020 American Association for Agricultural 
Education National Conference. Oklahoma City, OK. 

 
Warnimont, E., Specht, A. R., & Filson, C. (2019, October).  Women agvocates’ approaches to using Instagram. 

Abstract presented at the 2019 North Central Region of the American Association for Agricultural Education 
Research Conference. East Lansing, MI. 

 
Specht, A. R., Rumble, J. N., & Buck, E. B. (2019, June). “You call that meat?" Investigating social media 

conversations and influencers surrounding cultured meat. Paper presented at the 2019 Association for 
Communications Excellence (ACE) Conference. San Antonio, TX. 
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Gwirtz, B., & Specht, A. R. (2019, February). Where there’s smoke, there’s fire: Examining agricultural and 

environmental frames in Associated Press coverage of U.S. wildfires. Paper presented at the 2019 National 
Agricultural Communications Symposium. Birmingham, AL. 

 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
At The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio: 

• COMLDR 1100: Exploring Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership (Co-Instructor) 

• AGRCOMM 4130: Publication Design and Production (Primary Instructor) 
• AGRCOMM 4191.01 and 4191.02: Agricultural Communications Internships (Internship Coordinator) 
• AGRCOMM 5135: Agricultural Feature Writing (Co-Instructor; Primary Instructor) 
• AGRCOMM 5135.01: Agricultural Feature Writing (Primary Instructor) 
• AGRCOMM 5135.02: AgriNaturalist Practicum (Primary Instructor) 

• AGRCOMM 5530: Advanced Agricultural Communication Technology (Primary Instructor) 

• AGRCOMM 5535: Data Visualization and Scientific Storytelling in FAES (Primary Instructor) 
• AGRCOMM 5797: Education Abroad to England and Scotland (Co-Resident Advisor) 
• AEE/ACEL 8100: Applied Communication Theory and Practice (Primary Instructor) 
• AGCOMM 367: Contemporary Issues in American Agriculture (Recitation Instructor) 

 
At University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska: 

• ADPR/ALEC 207: Communicating to Public Audiences (Primary Instructor) 

• ALEC 305: Presentation Strategies for Agricultural Audiences (Primary Instructor) 
• ALEC 397-001: Media Literacy and Popular Portrayals of Agriculture (Primary Instructor) 
• ALEC 397-002: Senior Capstone Seminar (Primary Instructor) 

OUTREACH AND SERVICE 
 
Service to the Profession: 

• Past Editor, Journal of Applied Communications (January 2024-present) 

• Executive Editor, Journal of Applied Communications (January 2023-December 2023) 
• Managing Editor, Journal of Applied Communications (January 2022-December 2022) 
• Manuscript reviewer, Advancements in Agricultural Development (January 2022-present) 
• Member, AAAE Financial Oversight Committee (September 2020-December 2021) 

• Faculty mentor, Society of Agricultural Communications Scholars (November 2020-present) 

• Vice chair and member, North Central AAAE Program Improvement Committee (October 2020-October 
2021) 

• Past president, National Agricultural Communications Symposium (February 2021-February 2022) 
• Member, American Association for Agricultural Education (AAAE) Nominating Committee (March-May 

2020) 

• President, National Agricultural Communications Symposium (February 2020-February 2021) 
 
Organizational Memberships: 

• Multistate Research Project 4006: Multistate Agricultural Literacy Research (2024-present) 
• Multistate Research Project 3006: Multistate Agricultural Literacy Research (2023-2024) 
• North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) (2012-present) 

• American Association for Agricultural Education (AAAE) (2012-present) 

• Association for Communication Excellence in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Life and Human Sciences 
(ACE) (2011-present) 

• Ohio State University Alumni Association (2008-present) 
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• Ohio State College of Food, Agricultural, & Environmental Sciences Alumni Association (2008-present) 
• Ohio State University Honors & Scholars Alumni Association (2008-present) 
• Ohio Purebred Dairy Cattle Association (2007-present) 

• National Dairy Shrine (2006-present) 
• Holstein USA (1997-present) 
• Ohio Holstein Association (2006-present) 
• Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (2004-2024) 

• Tuscarawas County Farm Bureau (2004-2024) 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 

• 2023 National AAAE Agricultural Communications Educator Award recipient 
• 2023 CFAES Distinguished Undergraduate Academic Advisor/Mentor Award recipient 

• 2022 North Central Regional AAAE Agricultural Communications Educator Award recipient 
• 2021 National Agricultural Communications Symposium (NACS) Outstanding Research Manuscript and 

Presentation for “Cell-cultured and alternative meat: Monitoring emerging food trends” 

• Journal of Applied Communications 2019 Article of the Year for “Crowdsourcing change: An analysis of 
Twitter discourse on food waste and reduction strategies” 

• Educator Award recipient, North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (June 2019) 
• American Farm Bureau Discussion Meet 

• Sweet Sixteen semifinalist (January 2019) 
• Association for Communication Excellence (ACE) Award of Excellence for Academic 

Programs/Teaching/Mentoring (August 2018) 
• Ohio Farm Bureau Discussion Meet  

• State winner (January 2018) 
• State semifinalist (December 2017) 

• Cohort member, AAAE OMEGA II: Powerful Professional Growth (2016) 
• Graduate Student Teaching Award recipient, North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (2013) 

• Outstanding Doctoral Student, Department of Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communications 
(2013) 


