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Education  
  

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Communications and Education May 2020 
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas  
Dissertation Title: The media's influence on public perceptions and attitudes toward the 

rural opioid epidemic 

 

Chair: Courtney Meyers, Ph.D.   
  

Master of Science in Agricultural and Extension Education May 2014 

The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio  
Thesis Title: Fracking frames: A framing analysis and comparative study of hydraulic 

fracturing coverage in American newspapers 
 

Chair: Emily Buck, Ph.D.  
  

Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Education May 2006 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio  
Minor: Production Agriculture  

Advisor: M. Susie Whittington, Ph.D.  
  

 

Professional and Academic Experience 
  

Assistant Professor August 2022 – Present 

The Ohio State University, Department of Agricultural Communication, Education,  
and Leadership 

  

Courtesy Faculty Member    September 2022 – Present 

Oregon State University, Department of Horticulture 
  

Courtesy Faculty Member    September 2022 – Present 
Oregon State University, Department of Agricultural Education and Agricultural Sciences 

  

Instructor August 2020 – August 2022 
Oregon State University, Department of Agricultural Education and Agricultural Sciences 

  

Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant January 2018 – June 2020 

Texas Tech University, Department of Agricultural Education and Communications 
  

Financial Services Officer June 2014 – December 2017 
Farm Credit Mid-America 
 

 

 

  

Graduate Research Assistant January 2013 – May 2014 
The Ohio State University, Department of Agricultural Communication, Education,  

and Leadership 
  

Director of Community Engagement September 2011 – December 2012 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation  

  

Promotion Specialist July 2006 – September 2011 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation  
  

 

Scholarship 
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Note: *Denotes undergraduate student, **Denotes graduate student 
 

Refereed Journal Articles 
 

Lawson, C., Adhikari, S.**, & Fischer, L. (In Review). National and regional perceptions of climate change 
risk in the United States. Journal of Cleaner Production. 

 

Orton, G.**, Fischer, L., Lawson, C., & Hemphill, J. (In Review). Prioritizing psychographics: Identifying 

target audience segments’ values for strategic climate change communications. Journal of Applied 
Communications. 

 

Lawson, C., Lu, P., & Meyers, C. (In Review). Measuring perceptions of rural America: An integration of 
exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis. Rural Sociology. 

 

Thapa, M., Adhikari, S., Specht, A., Lawson, C., Rumble, J., & Buck, E. (2024). Exploring perceptions of 
Ohio residents on agricultural issues. Journal of Applied Communications, 103(4). 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2569 

 

Durheim, A.**, Harmon, K.**, Ruth, T., & Lawson, C. (2024). Predicting agricultural sciences students' 
media literacy in a post-truth era. Journal of Human Sciences and Extension, 12(2). 
https://doi.org/10.55533/2325-5226.1478 

 

Summerfield, S.**, Lawson, C., Garrison, F.*, & Chase, L.  (2024). Framing agricultural labor issues: An 
analysis of news coverage of the H-2A program. Journal of Applied Communications, 108(3). 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2533 

 

Lawson, C., Adhikari, S.**, Gifford, C.*, & Fischer, L.  (2024). Burning through information: An 

investigation of information sources and information seeking behavior during the 2020 Oregon 
Wildfires. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 113. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2024.104841 

 

Lawson, C., Dwyer, K.*, Fischer, L. & Chase, L. (2023). An exploratory study of risk experience and 
personal values on support for climate change policies. Journal of Applied Communications, 107(4), 1-
26.  https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2491 

 

Jones, A. M.**, Alexander, K. L., Lawson, C., Miller, C. L. & Roberson, K. L. (2023). High impact practices 
and mentoring opportunities. Texas Affiliate Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Research 
Journal, 10(1), 28-40. 

 

Lawson, C., Austin-Castillo, R.*, & Chase, L. (2023). Scarce water in Site: A content analysis of news 

coverage of the Sites Reservoir project. Journal of Applied Communications, 107(2), 1-14. 
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2475 

 

Orton, G.**, Fischer, L. M., & Lawson, C. (2022). Examining the impact of disaster experience with 

Winter Storm Uri and climate change risk perceptions on support for mitigation policy. Journal of 
Applied Communications, 106(4), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2453 

 

Lawson, C., & Meyers, C., Boren, A., Irlbeck, E., & McCord, A. (2022). Reporting a rural reality: A case 

study of an agricultural newspaper’s series on the rural opioid epidemic. Journal of Applied 
Communications, 106(2), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2421 

 

Lawson, C., Whittaker, W.**, & Meyers, C. (2021). Analyzing changes in students’ media writing self-
perceptions during a writing intensive course. Journal of Applied Communications, 105(4), 1-16. 

https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2398 
 

Lawson, C., Meyers, C., McCord, A., Irlbeck, E., & Boren, A. (2021). Individual depictions, causes, and 
consequences: Effects of media frames on perceptions toward the rural opioid epidemic. Journal of 

Applied Communications, 105(2), 1-26. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2377 
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Lawson, C., Doerfert. D. L., & Filson, C. (2021). State FFA Association Use of Instagram to Promote 
Membership Diversity. Journal of Agricultural Education, 62(2). 97-118. 

http://doi.org/10.5032/jae.2021.02097 
 

Lawson, C., Fischer, L., LaGrande, L., & Opat, K. (2020). Do touch that dial: A guide to continuous 
response measurement in agricultural communications. Journal of Applied Communications, 104(3), 1-

16. [Professional Development Paper]. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.2333  
 

Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2020). Country crisis: A content analysis of rural opioid epidemic news 
coverage. Journal of Applied Communications, 104(2), 1-23. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-

0834.2315 
 

Refereed Conference Manuscripts 
 

Summerfield, E., Specht, A., Jepsen, D., Lawson, C., & Filson, C. (2025, May). Student Perceptions of 
Agricultural Safety. [Conference paper]. National American Association for Agricultural Education 

Conference, Lubbock, TX. 
 

Volk, N.** & Lawson, C. (2025, May). An Exploration of Personal Values and Political Orientation as 
Factors in Climate Change Beliefs and Support for Climate Change Policy. [Conference 

paper]. National American Association for Agricultural Education Conference, Lubbock, TX. 
 

Thapa, M., Lawson, C., Rumble, J. N., Specht, A. R., & Buck, E. (2025, February). Exploring usage patterns 
of news and information sources among Ohio residents. Paper presented at the National Agricultural 
Communications Symposium (NACS), Irving, TX. 

 

Summerfield, E. D., Specht, A., Jepsen, D., Lawson, C., & Filson, C. (2024, October). Student Perceptions of 
Agricultural Safety. Paper presented at the 2024 North Central Region meeting of the American 
Association for Agricultural Education, Tulsa, OK 

 

Thapa, M., Adhikari, S., Specht, A., Lawson, C., Rumble, J., & Buck, E. (2024, June). Exploring perceptions 
of Ohio residents on agricultural issues. Refereed paper submitted for presentation at the at the 
National Association for Communication Excellence, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

Summerfield, S., Lawson, C., Garrison, F., & Chase, L.  (2024, May). Framing agricultural labor issues: An 
analysis of news coverage of the H-2A program. Refereed paper submitted for presentation at the at 
the National Association for Agricultural Education, Manhattan, KS. 

 

Chase, L. Stone, W., Lawson, C. & Fischer, L. (2024, February). “Yellowstone…” Is this really ranching?: An 
exploratory qualitative analysis of agriculture priority areas featured in Yellowstone TV trailers. 
Refereed paper submitted for presentation at the at the National Agricultural Communications 
Symposium, Atlanta, GA. 

 

Lawson, C., Stone, W., & Fischer, L. (2023, May). An investigation of Oregon and Texas residents' 
information seeking and processing behaviors during extreme weather events. Refereed paper 
submitted for presentation at the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural 

Education, Raleigh, NC. 
 

Dwyer, K.*, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2023, February). An exploratory study of risk experience and 
personal values on support for climate change policies. Refereed paper submitted for presentation at 

the at the National Agricultural Communications Symposium, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 

Orton, G.**, Fischer, L., Essary, C.**, Loving, M.** & Lawson, C. (2023, February). Prioritizing values: 
Identifying target audience segments for strategic climate change communications. Refereed paper 

submitted for presentation at the at the National Agricultural Communications Symposium, Oklahoma 
City, OK. 

 

Gifford, C.*, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2022, September). Burning for information: Oregonians’ 
information source preferences during the 2020 wildfire season. Refereed paper presented at the at 
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the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, Las 
Cruces, NM. 

 

Fischer, L., Orton, G.**, & Lawson, C. (2022, June). Examining the impact of disaster experience with 
Winter Storm Uri and climate change risk perceptions on climate change mitigation policy support. 
Refereed research paper accepted for presentation at the Association for Communication Excellence 

National Conference, Kansas City, MO. 
 

Lawson, C., Austin-Castillo, R.*, & Chase, L. (2022, May). Scare water in Site: A content analysis of news 
coverage of the Sites Reservoir project. Refereed research paper accepted for presentation at the 
annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education, Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

Durheim, A.*, Harmon, K.*, Ruth, T., Conner, N., & Lawson, C. (2022, February). Predicting agricultural 
sciences students' media literacy in a post-truth era. Abstract accepted for presentation at the American 
Association of Agricultural Education Southern Region Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Lawson, C., & Ruth, T. K. (2021, September). An exploration of student trust in the news media. Refereed 
paper accepted for presentation at the at the annual meeting of the American Association for 
Agricultural Education North Central Region, Columbus, OH. 

 

Ruth, T. K. &, Lawson, C. (2021, September). An exploration of college of agriculture students’ media 
literacy. Refereed paper accepted for presentation at the at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for Agricultural Education North Central Region, Columbus, OH. 

 

Austin-Castillo, R.*, Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2021, September). Scarce water in Site: A content 
analysis of news coverage of the Sites Reservoir project. Refereed paper accepted for presentation at 
the at the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, 
Bozeman, MT. 

 

Lawson, C., Meyers, C., Boren, A., Irlbeck, E., & McCord, A. (2021, June). “Addiction: a rural reality” – A 
case study of the Farm & Dairy newspaper’s series on the rural opioid epidemic. Refereed research 
paper presented at the Association for Communication Excellence National Conference, virtual 

conference. 
 

Lawson, C., Lu, P., & Meyers, C. (2021, May). Perceptions of rural America: Using exploratory factor 
analysis for instrument development. Refereed research paper presented at the National Association 

for Agricultural Education, virtual conference. 
 

Lawson, C., Fischer, L., LaGrande, L., & Opat, K. (2020, February). Do touch that dial: A guide to 
continuous response measurement in agricultural communications. Refereed research paper presented 
at the National Agricultural Communications Symposium, Louisville, KY. 

 

Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2019, September). An unfolding affliction: A snapshot of Twitter activity about 
the rural opioid epidemic. Refereed research paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, Anchorage, AK. 

 

Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2019, May). Country crisis: A content analysis of rural opioid epidemic news 
coverage. Refereed research paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Association for 
Agricultural Education, Des Moines, IA. 

 

Lawson, C., Doerfert, D. L., & Filson, C. (2019, May). Inclusion at face value: State FFA association use of 
Instagram to promote membership diversity. Refereed research paper accepted for presentation at 
the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education, Des Moines, IA. 

 

LaGrande, L., Lawson, C., & Meyers, C., (2019, May). Framing agricultural water use: A content analysis 
of state farm bureau YouTube videos. Refereed research paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Association for Agricultural Education,  
Des Moines, IA. 
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LaGrande, L., Lawson, C., & Meyers, C., (2018, September). Framing agricultural water use: A content 
analysis of state farm bureau YouTube videos. Refereed research paper presented at the annual 

meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, Boise, ID.   
 

Lawson, C., & Buck, E., (2017, February). Fracking Frames: A framing analysis and comparative study of 
hydraulic fracturing coverage in American newspapers.  Refereed research paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Southern Association of Agricultural Scientists, Mobile, AL. 
 

Refereed Conference Abstracts 
 

Landaverde, R., Lawson, C., & Opat, K. (Accepted). Extreme Weather Events in Agriculture: Experiences, 
Coping Strategies, and Information Needs among Smallholder Farmers. 2025 joint annual meeting of 

the Association for the Study of Food and Society and the Agriculture, Food and Human Values 
Society, Corvallis, Oregon. 

 

Volk, N.**, Lawson, C., Fischer, L. M., & Rumble, J.N. (2025). Developing Undergraduate Researchers for 

Enhanced Workforce Readiness. [Conference oral abstract]. North American Colleges and Teachers of 
Agriculture Annual Conference, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 

 

Dill, T.**, Lawson, C., Ortez., O., Lindsey, L., (2025) Generational Farmer Impacts on Agronomic Extension 

Communication in Ohio. The Ohio State University Horticulture and Crop Science Department 
Graduate Research Symposium. Oral Presentation. Wooster, Ohio. 

 

Lawson, C. & Scheer, S. (Accepted). Climate change perceptions using cross-national research to inform 
agricultural Extension educators for climate risk mitigation. Abstracted accepted for presentation at 

the Association of International Agricultural and Extension Education Annual Conference. Inverness, 
Scotland. 

 

Lawson, C., & Elliot, M.**, & Meyers, C. (2020, June). Cultivating undergraduate research skills in 

agricultural communications. Abstract accepted for presentation at the North American Colleges and 
Teachers of Agriculture annual conference, virtual conference. 

 

Whitaker, W.**, Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2020, June). An analysis of changes in student writing self-

perceptions during a writing-intensive course. Abstract accepted for presentation at the North 
American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture annual conference, virtual conference. 

 

Englishbey, A., Dinh, H., Hill, N., Lawson, C., Opat, K., Oyugi, M., & Baker, M. (2020, March). Do shopping 

and consumer habits influence confidence in the safety of meat products in Vietnam? Abstract accepted 
for presentation at the Association for International Agricultural and Extension Education annual 
meeting, St. Petersburg, FL.  
[Conference canceled]. 

 

Refereed Poster Presentations 
 

Lawson, C., & Volk, N. (2025, May). The Write Tool? Exploring the Use of ChatGPT to Improve Student 
Writing Skills. [Poster Presentation]. National American Association for Agricultural Education 
Conference, Lubbock, TX, United States. 

 

Volk, N., Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2025, May). An Exploration of Rural U.S. Residents’ Climate Change 
Beliefs. [Poster Presentation]. National American Association for Agricultural Education Conference, 
Lubbock, TX, United States. 

 

Dammers-Hemphill, J., Fischer, L., Meyers, C., & Lawson, C. (2025, May). Revealing Cognitive Structures 
Through a Hard Laddering Technique. The referred abstract was submitted for poster presentation at 
The Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Lubbock, TX. 

 

Adhikari, S.**, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2025, May). Climate Closeness: An Exploration of Psychological 
Distance and the Perceived Severity of Climate Change. Refereed abstract accepted for poster 
presentation at The Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Lubbock, TX. 
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Owen, J., Fischer, L., Huguley, B., Lawson, C., & Gibson, C. (2025, May). Meat the Message: Analyzing 
Consumer Engagement with "Climate-Friendly" Beef Posts.  Refereed abstract submitted for poster 

presentation at The Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Lubbock, TX. 
 

Owen, J.**, Huguley, B.**, Fischer, L., Lawson, C., & Gibson, C. (2025, May). The story behind the 
"climate-friendly" steak: Analyzing consumer engagement with social media posts about beef 

sustainability. Refereed abstract submitted for poster presentation at The Association for Agricultural 
Education National Conference, Lubbock, TX. 

 

Schuerman, S.*, Lawson, C., Fischer, L., Rumble, J., & Scheer, S. (2024, May). An exploration of 

perceptions related to farmers’ roles in climate change issues. Refereed abstract submitted for poster 
presentation at The Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Manhattan, KS.  

 

Lawson, C., & Volk, N.** (2024, May). Risky business: Applying risk and crisis communication principles in a 

field trip setting. Refereed abstract submitted for poster presentation at The Association for 
Agricultural Education National Conference, Manhattan, KS.  

 

Adhikari, S.**, Thapa, M.**, Specht, A. R., Rumble, J. N., Lawson, C., & Buck, E. B. (2024, June). Mapping 
the issue-attention cycle: Understanding the positioning of environmental issues among Ohio residents. 

Refereed abstract submitted for poster presentation at The Association of Communication Excellence 
National Conference, Salt Lake City, UT.  

 

Summerfield, E.**, Lawson, C., Garrison, F.*, & Chase, L. (2024, February). Framing agricultural labor 

issues: An analysis of news coverage of the H-2A program. Refereed poster presented at the 
National Agricultural Communications Symposium, Atlanta, GA. 

 

Volk, N.**, Summerfield, E.**, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2023, September). Exploring Social Media Use of 

Agricultural Commodity Cooperatives in Ohio. Research poster presented at the American Association 
for Agricultural Education North Central Conference, Brookings, SD. 

 

Summerfield, E.**, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2023, May). The value in trust: An exploration of personal 

values in relation to trust in science. Research poster submitted for presentation at the American 
Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Raleigh, NC. 

 

Pavelock, M.*, Fischer, L., Orton, G.**, & Lawson, C. (2023, May). Exploring the public’s perception of 
beef sustainability. Research poster submitted for presentation at the American Association for 

Agricultural Education National Conference, Raleigh, NC. 
 

Farmer, K.*, Fischer, L., Orton, G.**, & Lawson, C. (2023, May). Exploring generational perceptions 
toward beef sustainability: Implications for values-based messaging. Research poster submitted for 

presentation at the American Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Raleigh, NC. 
 

Loving, M.**, Catching, K.*, Fischer, L., & Lawson, C. (2023, May). Describing the relationship between 
trust in science and support for climate change policy. Research poster submitted for presentation at 

the American Association for Agricultural Education National Conference, Raleigh, NC. 
 

Ryder, D.**, Fischer, L. M., Orton, G.** & Lawson, C. (2023, February). The urban and rural divide: An 
exploration of how varying community types support climate change policy. Proceedings of the 2022 
National Agricultural Communications Symposium: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

 

Orton, G.**, Fischer, L., & Lawson, C. (2022, September). Prioritizing values: Segmenting Texas residents 
by climate change perceptions. Poster abstract accepted for presentation at the American 
Association for Agricultural Education Wester Region, Las Cruces, NM. 

 

Orton, G.**, Fischer, L., & Lawson, C. (2022, June). Examining Texas residents’ climate change 
perceptions and trust in media. [Poster presentation]. Association for Communication Excellence 
National Conference, Kansas City, MO. 
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Loving, M.**, Ellison, R.**, Fischer, L., Lawson, C., & Orton, G**. (2022, May). What Do They Trust? An 
Exploration of Trust in Science and Views of Climate Change. [Poster presentation]. American 

Association for Agricultural Education national conference, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 

Powers, K.**, Orton, G.**, Fischer, L., & Lawson, C. (2022, May). Informed and prepared: An analysis of 
information sources Texas residents used during Winter Storm Uri. [Poster presentation]. American 

Association for Agricultural Education national conference, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 

Rumble, J., Lawson, C., & Rockers, A.** (2022, May). Unmasking audiences: A cluster analysis of [state] 4-
H parents’ beliefs about mask wearing. [Poster presentation]. American Association for Agricultural 

Education national conference, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 

Harmon, K.*, Durheim, A.*, Ruth, T., Conner, N., & Lawson, C. (2022, February). A comparative analysis 
of media literacy between agricultural communications majors and non-majors. Poster abstract 

presented at the American Association for Agricultural Education, Southern Region Conference, New 
Orleans, LA. 

 

LaGrande. L., & Lawson, C. (2022, February). Examining emojis: A content analysis of agricultural-related 
emoji definitions. Abstract accepted for presentation at the at the annual meeting of the National 

Agricultural Communications Symposium,  
New Orleans, LA. 

 

Garrison, F.*, Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2022, February). Framing agricultural labor issues: An analysis 

of Florida and California H-2A program news coverage. Abstract accepted for presentation at the at 
the annual meeting of the National Agricultural Communications Symposium, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Orem, M.* & Lawson, C. (2022, February). Firing tweets: An analysis of Twitter activity about the 2020 

Oregon wildfires. Abstract accepted for presentation at the at the National Agricultural 
Communications Symposium, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Lawson, C., Orton G.**, Lu. P., & Meyers, C. (2021, September). Quantifying agriculture involvement: 

Development and testing of a one-factor model. Abstract accepted for presentation at the at the 
annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, Bozeman, MT. 

 

Garrison, F.*, Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2021, September). Framing agricultural labor issues: An 
analysis of Florida and California H-2A program news coverage. Abstract accepted for presentation at 

the at the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region, 
Bozeman, MT. 

 

Durheim, A.*, Ruth, T., & Lawson, C. (2021, February). Exploring college of agriculture students’ media 

literacy. Abstract accepted for presentation at the 2021 National Agricultural Communications 
Symposium. 

 

Whittaker, W.**, Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2020, May). Encouraging media literacy in an agricultural 

communications course. Innovative idea poster accepted for presentation at the annual meeting of the 
American Association for Agricultural Education,  
Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

Whittaker, W.**, Lawson, C., & Meyers, C. (2020, May). Identifying College Students’ Self-Perceptions of 

Writing Skills. Research poster accepted for presentation at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for Agricultural Education, Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

Lawson, C., Opat, K., & Steede, G. S. (2019, September). Who’s talking anyway? An analysis of sources 

used by a St. Louis newspaper to communicate about Monsanto’s dicamba-tolerant seed technology. 
Research poster accepted for presentation at the American Association for Agricultural Education 
Western Regional Conference, Anchorage, AK. 

 

Lawson, C., LaGrande, L., & Meyers, C. (2019, September). Dialing in on new communication research 
technology: Exploring opportunities for continuous response measurement in agricultural communications. 
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Innovative poster accepted for presentation at the American Association for Agricultural Education 
Western Regional Conference, Anchorage, AK. 

 

Lawson, C., Elliot, M., & Meyers, C. (2019, September). An assessment of undergraduate research skills in 
agricultural communication. Research poster accepted for presentation at the American Association for 
Agricultural Education Western Regional Conference, Anchorage, AK. 

 

Lawson, C., & Lindsey, H. (2019, September). Shorten grading time: Using specifications (specs) grading in 
a writing intensive course. Innovative poster accepted for presentation at the American Association for 
Agricultural Education Western Region Conference, Anchorage, AK. 

 

Lawson, C., and Meyers, C. (2019, June). What’s trending? Teaching students to monitor social media 
content with Meltwater. Innovative research poster presented at the annual meeting of Association for 
Communication Excellence, San Antonio, TX. 

 

Lawson C., & Meyers, C. (2019, June). An analysis of 1862 land-grant university extension systems’ online 
presence of opioid-related content and resources. Research poster presented for presentation at the 
annual meeting of Association for Communication Excellence, San Antonio, TX. 

 

Lawson, C., Cantrell, K., & Meyers, C. (2019, May). Using field trips as short-term experiential learning 
activities to complement a scientific writing course. Innovate poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Association for Agricultural Education,  
Des Moines, IA. 

 

Lawson, C., and Meyers, C. (2018, September). What’s trending? Teaching students to monitor social 
media content with Meltwater. Research poster presented at American Association for Agricultural 
Education Western Regional Conference, Boise, ID.  

 

Lawson, C., & Doerfert, D. (2018, September). State FFA association use of Instagram to promote 
membership diversity. Research poster presented at the American Association for Agricultural 
Education Western Regional Conference, Boise, ID. 

 

Lawson, C., & Buck, E. (2015, May). Fracking frames: A framing analysis and comparative study of 
hydraulic fracturing coverage in American newspapers. Research poster presented at American 
Association for Agricultural Education, San Antonio, TX.  

 

Edited Book Chapters 
 

Fischer, L. M., Lawson, C., & Ruth, T. K. (2023). Addressing the role of prior experience in the 
development of risk perceptions, information seeking and processing behaviors during natural 
disasters. In H. D. O’Hair & M. J. O’Hair (Eds.), Communication and catastrophic events:  Strategic risk 
and crisis management.  Wiley Blackwell. 

 

Lawson, C., Cannon, K., & Hanson, V. (2022).  Media relations. In R. W. Telg, T. Irani, K. Kent, & L. Lundy 
(Eds.), Agricultural and Natural Resources Communications.   
https://anrcommunications.org. 

 

Rumble, J., Lawson, C., & Lundy, L. (2022).  Effective communication: Audience analysis and message 
development. In R. W. Telg, T. Irani, K. Kent, & L. Lundy (Eds.), Agricultural and Natural Resources 
Communications. https://anrcommunications.org. 

 

Miller, H., Lawson, C., & Kesler, K. (2022).  Persuasion and persuasive informational and educational 
campaigns. In R. W. Telg, T. Irani, K. Kent, & L. Lundy (Eds.), Agricultural and Natural Resources 
Communications. https://anrcommunications.org. 

 

Popular Press / Non-Refereed Manuscripts 
 

Doerfert, D. L., & Lawson, C. (2018). Building your advocacy army. The Agricultural Education Magazine, 
91(2), 9-11. 
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Engagement and Media Outreach 
 

Nationwide Agribusiness. (2024). 2024 AgTech Innovation Hub Fuels Innovative Research to Futureproof 

Agriculture. [Web Story]. https://www.nationwide.com/lc/resources/farm-and-
agribusiness/articles/agtech-innovation-hub 

 

Knowledge Exchange. (2024, January 25). 2024 AgTech Innovation Hub Year 1 Final. [Video]. YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJv2VvD08F8 
 

Eippert, B. (2024, October 22). Futureproofing Agriculture: AgTech Innovation Hub continues to make an 
impact. [Web Story]. https://news.nationwide.com/futureproofing-agriculture-agtech-innovation-hub-
continues-to-make-an-impact/ 

 

Knowledge Exchange. (2024, January 25). AgTech innovation hub: Mapping climate risk perceptions 
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdRr65EpbkM 

 

Cochran, S., Winslow, K., (Hosts) & Lawson, C.  (2024, January 18). Cara explores risk navigation [Audio 

podcast]. In KXplores emerging research. Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/kxplores-emerging-research-cara-explores-risk-
navigation/id1591058219?i=1000642142227 

 

Cochran, S. (2024, January 18). Valued partnership reaps research rewards. College of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental Sciences. https://cfaes.osu.edu/stories/valued-partnership-reaps-research-
rewards 

 

Cochran, S., Winslow, K., (Hosts) & Lawson, C.  (2024, January 11). Cara develops a new measure for 
her survey [Audio podcast]. In KXplores emerging research. Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/kxplores-emerging-research-cara-develops-a-
new/id1591058219?i=1000641302099 

 

Cochran, S., Winslow, K., (Hosts) & Lawson, C.  (2024, January 4). Cara surveys a national audience on 
risk perception [Audio podcast]. In KXplores emerging research. Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/kxplores-emerging-research-cara-surveys-a-

national/id1591058219?i=1000640538166 
 

Professional Development Presentations 
 

Lawson, C. & Fischer, L. (2023, February). A discipline conversation: Creating undergraduate research 
opportunities in agricultural and natural resources communication. National Agricultural Communications 

Symposium. Oklahoma City, OK. 
 

Lawson, C. (2020, February). Shorten grading time: Using specifications (specs) grading in a writing 
intensive course. National Agricultural Communications Symposium. Louisville, KY. 

 

 

Invited Presentations 
 

Lawson, C. (2025, April). First Year as Faculty Navigating the Job Search. President’s Postdoctoral 

Scholars Program. The Ohio State University. 
 

Schuerman, S., & Lawson, C. (2025, March). Measuring and Exploring Public Perceptions of Farmers’ Roles 

in Climate Change. Richard J. and Martha D. Denman Undergraduate Research Forum. The Ohio 
State University. 

 

Lawson, C. (2025, January). Communicate and resonate: Using personal values to shape an effective 
message. Workshop presented to Phi Tau Sigma Honor Society of Food Science and Technology. The 
Ohio State University. 

 

Lawson, C., & Rumble, J. (2024, December). Communicate and resonate: Using personal values to shape an 
effective message. Workshop presented at the 2024 Ohio Extension Annual Conference, Columbus, 
OH. 
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Thapa, M., Specht, A.R., Lawson, C. R., Rumble, J., & Buck, E. (2024, November). Do Ohioans care 
enough? Tracking climate change issues through the issue-attention cycle. Poster accepted for 

presentation at the Engaged Scholarship Symposium Graduate Student Poster Competition, 
Longaberger Alumni House, Columbus, OH. 

 

Lawson, C. (2024, November). Mapping climate risk audiences. Presentation to Nationwide Insurance 

Employees. Nationwide Insurance Experience U. 
 

Lawson, C. (2024, October). Mapping climate risk audiences. Presentation to Nationwide Insurance 
Marketing and Communication Team. Nationwide Insurance Experience U. 

 

Schuerman, S.*, Hoog, M.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, April). An exploration of perceptions related to farmers’ 
roles in climate change issues. College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
Undergraduate Research Forum. The Ohio State University. 

 

Schuerman, S.*, Hoog, M.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, April). An exploration of perceptions related to farmers’ 
roles in climate change issues.  Undergraduate Research Festival. The Ohio State University. 

Hoog, M.*, Schuerman, S.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, April). An exploration of climate change experience and 
climate self-efficacy. College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences Undergraduate 

Research Forum. The Ohio State University. 
 

Hoog, M.*, Schuerman, S.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, April). An exploration of climate change experience and 
climate self-efficacy. Undergraduate Research Festival. The Ohio State University. 

 

Hoog, M.*, Schuerman, S.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, March). An exploration of climate change experience and 
climate self-efficacy. Richard J. and Martha D. Denman Undergraduate Research Forum. The Ohio 
State University. 

 

Lawson, C. (2024, February). The science and art of talking science. Workshop presented to Phi Tau 
Sigma Honor Society of Food Science and Technology. The Ohio State University. 

 

Lawson, C. (2023, October). Creating the consumable message: How to explain scientific information and 

your research to anyone. Food Forward, Institute of Food Technologists Student Association National 
Conference. 

 

Summerfield, E., & Lawson, C. (2023, October). The value in trust: An exploration of personal values in 

relation to trust in science. Byrd Center Climate Symposium 
 

Meyers, C., Landaverde, R. Q., Lawson, C., & Palmer, K. (2023, September). Generative AI’s Potential 
Impact on Agricultural Communications Research and Pedagogy. Society for Agricultural 
Communications Scholars Webinar 

 

Lawson, C., & Rumble, J. N. (2023, April). Convoluted to coherent: Tactics for making scientific research 
and information understandable to everyone. RAV3N Network Virtual Science Communication 
Workshop. 

 

Lawson, C. (2023, March). Mapping climate risk audiences: A national assessment of climate risk experience 
and perceptions in the United States. Research project proposal presented at the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences AgTech Innovation Hub Idea Pitch Session, Columbus, OH. 

 

Graber, S., & Lawson, C. (2023, March). Rural Maternal Health: An Assessment of News Frames. Abstract 
presented at the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences Undergraduate Research 
Forum, Columbus, OH. 

 

Lawson, C., & Good, M. (2023, January). Being a brand ambassador: Craft your message. Workshop 
presented to the Ohio Beef Council and Ohio Cattlemen’s Association Boards of Directors Meeting, 
Columbus, OH. 
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Lawson, C., & Rumble, J. (2022, December). Convoluted to coherent: Tactics for making scientific research 
and information understandable to everyone. Workshop presented to the 2022 Ohio Extension Annual 

Conference, Columbus, OH. 
 

Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2022, October). Mentoring undergraduate researchers. Workshop presented to 
Society of Agricultural Communications Scholars, National Webinar.  

 

Orton, G., Fischer L., & Lawson, C. (2022, September). Prioritizing Values: Segmenting Texas Residents by 
Climate Change Perceptions. Abstract presented at the Davis College Graduate Poster Competition, 
Lubbock, TX. 

 

Loving, M.*, Fischer, L. M., & Lawson, C. (2022, September). Making a Case for Scientific Communication: 
Describing the Relationship Between Science Trust and Climate Change Policy Support. Abstract 
presented at the Davis College Graduate Poster Competition, Lubbock, TX. 

 

Ryder, D.*, Fischer, L. M., & Lawson, C. (2022, September). The urban and rural divide: An exploration of 
how community types support climate change policy. Abstract presented at the Davis College 
Graduate Poster Competition, Lubbock, TX. 

 

Lawson, C., (2022, April). Choose your news. Workshop presented to volunteers and staff at Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry, Portland, OR. 

 

Lawson, C., (2021, November). Addressing part of the what: An overview of content analysis. Workshop 

presented to Agricultural Education and Agricultural Sciences graduate students at Oregon State 
University, Corvallis, OR. 

 

Lawson, C., (2021, September). Facilitating learning. Workshop presented to botany and plant 
pathology graduate teaching assistants at Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR. 

 

Lawson, C., Landaverde, R., & LaGrande, L. (2021, June). What’s on the web: Using your college website 
for the promotion of diversity, equity, and inclusion. Webinar presented to National Agricultural 
Alumni Development Association, National Webinar.  

 

Lawson, C. (2021, April). Personal branding. Workshop presented to leadership minor capstone students 
at Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR. 

 

Lawson, C. (2021, March). Advice for future agricultural communications journalists. Workshop presented 

to Society of Agricultural Communications Scholars, National Webinar.  
 

Lawson, C. (2020, September). Formal and informal learning assessment techniques. Workshop presented 
to botany and plant pathology graduate teaching assistants at Oregon State University, Corvallis, 

OR.  
 

Lawson, C. (2020, February). Writing cover letters. Lecture presented to non-agricultural communications 
majors at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.  

 

Lawson, C. (2019, December). Ethics in agricultural communications. Lecture presented to agricultural 
communications majors at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.  

 

Lawson, C. (2019, October). Writing news headlines. Lecture presented to agricultural communications 

majors at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.  
 

Lawson, C. (2019, September). Developing outlines and searching for media examples. Lecture presented 
to agricultural communications majors at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.  

 

Lawson, C., Opat, K., Kieschnick, L., & Irlbeck, E. (2019, April). Texas FFA agriculture communications 
career development event workshop. Workshop presented to Texas FFA members via webinar at 
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.  
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Lawson, C. & Meyers, C. (2019, February). What’s trending? Teaching students to monitor social media 
content with Meltwater. Research poster presented to participants at the Texas Tech University 

Advancing Teaching and Learning Conference, Lubbock, TX. 
 

Lawson, C. & Cantrell, K. (2019, February). Classroom content meets the real world: Using field trips as 
short-term experiential learning activities to complement a scientific writing course. Research poster 

presented to participants at the Texas Tech University Advancing Teaching and Learning Conference, 
Lubbock, TX. 

 

Lawson, C. (2013, March). Social networking: Developing a professional and marketable web presence.  

Student workshop delivered to the ACEL Graduate Student Association. Columbus, OH. 
 

 

 
 
Grant Funding 
 

Volk, N., & Lawson, C. (2026-2027). Determining Perceptions of Sustainable Heirloom and Small Grains 
for Distilling and Whiskey. NCR-SARE Graduate Student Grant Program. Amount Requested: 
$19,911. In Review. 

 

Tresoldi, G., Lawson, C., & Tyreehageman, J. (2025-2026). Climate resilience in dairy farming: 
Perceptions, practices, and adaptation strategies. The Ohio State University Sustainability Research 
Seed Grant Program. Amount Requested: $67,760. Funded. 

 

Volk, N., & Lawson, C. (2025-2026). Exploring farmers’ perceptions and attitudes of water quality in 
Ohio’s waterways. The Ohio State University CFAES Internal Grants Program – Graduate. Amount 
Requested: $5,000. Not Funded. 

 

Rumble, C., Fischer, L., Lawson, C., Tresoldi, G., & Jodlowski, M. (2025-2030). Examining the Social 
Implications of Lab-Grown Meat throughout the Food System to form a Model of Participatory 
Dialogue for Issues Management. USDA AFRI Social Implications of Technology. Total Award: 
$650,000. In Review. 

 

Fischer, L., Rumble, C., & Lawson, C. (2025). Developing key message strategies for communicating about 
sustainability in the cattle industry. National Cattlemen’s Beef Association: Sustainability. Total Award: 
$97,687. Not Funded. 

 

Rumble, J., Fischer, L., Jacquet, J., Lawson, C., Grant, J., Garcia, L., & Knipe, L., (2024-2027). Examining 
the Social Implications of Lab-Grown Meat throughout the Food System to form a Model of 
Participatory Dialogue for Issues Management. USDA AFRI Social Implications of Technology. Amount 
Requested: $638,638.00. Not Funded. 

 

Lawson, C., Fischer, L., & Rumble, J. (2024-2026). Creating Curriculum to Instill a Research Skillset in 
Agricultural Communication Undergraduate Students. USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
Higher Education Challenge Grant. Amount Requested: $296,053.00. Funded. 

 

Lawson, C., & Scheer, S. (2023-2024). Mapping Climate Risk Audiences: A National Assessment of Climate 
Risk Experience and Perceptions in the United States. Nationwide Mutual Insurance AgTech Innovation 
Hub. Amount Requested: $130,299.00. Funded. 

 

Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2022-2024). Developing Secondary Education Curriculum in Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources Communication. USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 
Agricultural Workforce Training Grant. Amount Requested: $381,475.00. Not Funded. 

 

Meyers, C., Burris, S., Abrams, K., Telg, R., Raulerson, B. (2019-2021). Extending the Framework for 
Teaching Issues Communication in Agricultural Sciences. USDA Higher Education Challenge Grant. 
Amount Requested: $660,080.00. Not Funded. Graduate Student Contributor. 
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Finn., C., Bassil, N., Lee, J., Fernandez , G., Perkins-Veazie , P. Weber, C., Mockler , T., Rhoades, E., 
Agunga, R., Scheerens , J., & Yang, W. (2012). Developing the Genomic Infrastructure for Breeding 
Improved Black Raspberries. NIFA Grant Program. $1.5 Million- OSU portion-$253,775.00. Funded. 

Graduate Student Contributor. 
 

 

Teaching Experience  
  

The Ohio State University, Department of Agricultural Education, Communication,  
and Leadership 
  

Course Title Course Name Level Semester 

Taught 

Final 

Enrollment 

SEI Overall 

Mean Rating* 
      

AGRCOMM 
4530 

Communicating 
Agricultural Issues 

Undergraduate SP 24 
SP 23 

16 
15 

In Progress 
5.00 

      

AGRCOMM 
2330 

Public Perceptions of 
Agriculture and 

Environmental Issues 

Undergraduate SP 24 34 In Progress 

      

FAES 
3797.03 

First Year Experience Undergraduate AU23 24 - 

      

AGRCOMM 

5130 

Campaign Design and 

Management 

Undergraduate AU 23 18 4.94 

      

AGRCOMM 
5135.01 

Agricultural Feature 
Writing 

Undergraduate AU 23 
AU 22 

16 
15 

4.92 
5.00 

      

ACEL 7889 Communicating Research 
and Science to the 
Public (Seminar) 

Graduate SU 23 4 - 

 

*Score based on a 5-point scale. 1 = Strongly disagree, 5 = Strongly agree 
 

 

 

 
Oregon State University, Department of Agricultural Education and  
Agricultural Sciences 
  

Teaching Evaluations  
  

Course as a whole: Average = 5.6 / 6 (University average = 5.3) 
  

Instructor’s contribution to course: Average = 5.8 / 6 (University average = 5.6) 
  

Undergraduate Courses Taught  
  

AG 401 Undergraduate Research Seminar 
Average class size – 2 students 

Undergraduate research seminar related to social science research. Focus on 
research methods, data analysis and interpretation, reporting results and findings, 

and building arguments and recommendations for future research. 

Fall 2021 
Summer 2021 

  

AG 455 Crisis Communication in Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Class size – 15 students 

Examination of potential risk and crisis communications scenarios in agriculture, 
natural resources and environmental sciences. Exploration of mitigation, 
management, and response to risks and crises from a communications perspective 

 
 

 
Fall 2021 
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through completing case studies and creating a risk and crisis communications 
manual. 

  

AG 351 Communicating Agriculture and Natural Resources to the Public 
Average class size – 27 students 

Writing intensive course focused upon principles and procedures in communicating 

agricultural news and information to general and specialized audiences through 
presentations and various media. 

Winter 2021-22 
Fall 2020-21 

Summer 2021-22 

Spring 2022 
 

  

AG 445 Social Media in Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Average class size – 12 students 
Application-based course with 9emphasis on effective social media  
writing and content development for professional purposes, including stakeholder 
engagement, educational messaging, event promotion, and product marketing. 

Winter 2021-22 

Spring 2021-22 
 

  

LEAD 443 Leadership Conversations 
Average class size – 30 students 

Exploration of conversations as a component of leadership with topics related to 

developing effective conversations, listening, managing conversations, group 
dynamics, digital communication, meetings as conversations, and difficult 
conversations. 

 
 
 

Spring 2021 
Fall 2020 

  

Graduate Courses Taught  
  

AED 580 Communicating Agriculture and Life Sciences to the Public 
Average class size – 14 students 

Graduate course focused on how to effectively communicate scientific information. 

Course elements include the challenges associated with communicating science, best 
practices for scientific journalism, the role of social and traditional media, and how 
to communicate about research and science in a compelling, understandable, and 

shareable way.  

Winter 2022 
Spring 2021 

  

LEAD 543 Leadership Conversations 
Average class size – 10 students 

Exploration of conversations as a component of leadership with topics related to 

developing effective conversations, listening, managing conversations, group 
dynamics, digital communication, meetings as conversations, and difficult 
conversations. 

Spring 2021 
Fall 2020 

  

Texas Tech University, Department of Agricultural Education and Communications 
  

Teaching Evaluations  
  

Course objectives specified and followed by instructor: Average over two years = 4.7 / 5  
  

Instructor was an effective teacher: Average over two years = 4.6 / 5  
  

Course was valuable learning experience: Average over two years = 4.6 / 5  
  

Undergraduate Courses Taught  
  

ACOM 3300 Communicating Agriculture to the Public 
Class size – 24 students 

Writing intensive course focused upon principles and procedures in communicating 

agricultural news and information to general and specialized audiences through 
presentations and various media. 

Spring 2020 

  

 
ACOM 2302 Scientific Communication in Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Average class size – 60 students 

 
 

Fall 2019 
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Face-to-face online intensive writing course designed to increase skills in written 
communications with emphasis on proper on grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Assignments included items such as resumes, cover letters, research reports, research 
proposals. 

Spring 2019 
Summer 2018 

Fall 2018 

  

Graduate Course Taught  
  

AGED 5312 Data Analysis and Presentation 
Class size – 11 students 

Online course in measurement and analysis related to social science  

research and evaluation. Focus on organizing, analyzing, and interpreting data, and 
evaluating objectives and / or hypotheses using descriptive and inferential statistics. 

Summer 2020 

  

Courses as a Teaching Assistant at Texas Tech University  
  

ACOM 3300 Communicating Agriculture to the Public Fall 2019 
  

ACOM 2305 Digital Communications in Agriculture Spring 2019 
  

ACOM 2302 Scientific Communications in Agriculture and Natural Resources Spring 2018 

 

Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness  
  

Distinguished Senior Mentor 
Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 

Nominated and selected by distinguished seniors in Ohio State University’s College of Food, 

Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences. I was selected by three distinguished seniors as 
their mentor in 2025. 

2025 

  

Distinguished New Professor of the Year 
Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences 

Nominated and selected by undergraduate students in Oregon State University’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences as a new faculty member with less than three years of experience at 
the university. 

2022 

  

Distinguished New Professor of the Year 
Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences 

Nominated and selected by undergraduate students in Oregon State University’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences as a new faculty member with less than three years of experience at 

the university. 

2021 

  

Graduate Student Teaching Award 
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture 

Awarded to graduate students involved in classroom instruction who excel as teachers in 
agricultural disciplines. Criterion-based award reviewed by a committee of NACTA members 
who consider student and administrator evaluations and descriptions of teaching involvement. 

 
2020 

  

TEACH Fellowship 
Texas Tech University, Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center 

TEACH fellows are selected via an application process for this highly-regarded and 
competitive program designed as a professional development supplement for promising 

future instructors of faculty members. 

 
 

2020 

  

 

Advising 
 

Graduate Research 
 

Master of Science in Agricultural, Committee Member 
Jessica Dammers, Anticipated Graduation Spring 2025, Texas Tech University 
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Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Communication, Advisor and Committee Chair 

Nicole Volk, Anticipated Graduation Spring 2027 
 

 
Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Leadership, Committee Member 

Andy Vance, Anticipated Graduation Spring 2026 
 

Doctor of Philosophy in Horticulture and Crop Science, Committee Member 
Taylor Dill, Anticipated Graduation Spring 2025 

 

Master of Science in Agricultural Communication, Committee Member 
Breely Huguley, Graduated Fall 2024, Texas Tech University 

 

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Communication, Committee Member 

Erica Summerfield, Graduated Spring 2024 
 

Master of Science in Agricultural Extension Education, Committee Member 
Taylor Stevens, Anticipated Graduated Spring 2024 

 

Master of Science in Horticulture, Committee Member 
Nicole Bell, Graduated Fall 2023 
Urban Garden Bees: Global Context and Local Perspectives 

 

Doctor of Philosophy in Education, Committee Member 
Amy Gonzalez, Graduated Spring 2023 
An Exploration of Linguistic Responsiveness of SBAE Teachers when Teaching  
Linguistically Diverse Students 

 

Doctor of Philosophy in Family and Consumer Sciences Education, Committee Member 
Aubrey McKenzie Jones, Graduated Summer 2022 
Exploring the Impact of Mentoring for College Students: Implications for Family and Consumer Sciences 

Education and the Body of Knowledge 
 

Master of Science in Agricultural Education, Non-Thesis, Committee Member 
Shandie Britt, Graduated Fall 2021 

 

Undergraduate Research 
 

Ohio State University Undergraduate Researcher Mentor 
Jed Adams (2025-present) 
Olivia Hawk (2024-present) 

Kelsie Mannasmith (2024-present) 
Mackenzie Hoog (2023-2024) 
Sheriden Schuerman (2023-present) 

Samantha Graber (2022) 
 

Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences Beginning Undergraduate  
Researcher Mentor 

Chris Gifford 

Erica Dietz 
 

Oregon State University Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, and Arts Faculty Mentor 
Richard Austin-Castillo 

Frances Garrison 
 

Oregon State University Honors College Thesis Mentor 
Kiera Dwyer 
 

Undergraduate Academic Advising 
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Ohio State University – Agricultural Communication Major 
  

Number of Majors Academic Year 
Nine 2024-2025 

 

 

 

Honors and Awards  
  

Top 10 Research Poster Award 
Owen, J., Fischer, L., Huguley, B., Lawson, C., & Gibson, C. (2025, May). Meat the Message: 
Analyzing Consumer Engagement with "Climate-Friendly" Beef Posts.  Refereed abstract 
submitted for poster presentation at The Association for Agricultural Education National 

Conference, Lubbock, TX. 

2025 

  

Second Place People’s Choice Research Poster Award 
Owen, J., Fischer, L., Huguley, B., Lawson, C., & Gibson, C. (2025, May). Meat the Message: 

Analyzing Consumer Engagement with "Climate-Friendly" Beef Posts.  Refereed abstract 
submitted for poster presentation at The Association for Agricultural Education National 
Conference, Lubbock, TX. 

 
2025 

  

CFAES D.C. Days Participant  2025 
  

CFAES Research Strategic Alignment for Research Success STAR  2024 
  

Third Place Social Science: CFAES Undergraduate Research Fair 

Schuerman, S.*, Hoog, M.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, April). An exploration of perceptions related to 
farmers’ roles in climate change issues. College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
Undergraduate Research Forum. The Ohio State University. 

2024 

 

  

First Place Earth and Beyond: Denman Undergraduate Research Forum 
Hoog, M.*, Schuerman, S.*, & Lawson, C. (2024, March). An exploration of climate change 
experience and climate self-efficacy. Richard J. and Martha D. Denman Undergraduate Research 
Forum. The Ohio State University.  

2024 
 

  

American Association for Agricultural Education Travel Award 
Landaverde, R., Lawson C., & Fischer, L. Enhancing Climate Science Communication and 
Education for Agricultural Stakeholders. A Comprehensive Research and Outreach Effort. 

American Association for Agriculture Education Collaboration Travel Award. Funded 

$1,854 (assigned percentage 33%).  

2024 

  

Top 10 Research Poster Award 
Summerfield, E.**, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2023, May). The value in trust: An exploration of 
personal values in relation to trust in science. Research poster submitted for presentation at the 
American Association of Agricultural Education National Meeting, Raleigh, NC. 

2023 

  

Second Place People’s Choice Research Poster Award 
Summerfield, E.**, Lawson, C., & Fischer, L. (2023, May). The value in trust: An exploration of 
personal values in relation to trust in science. Research poster submitted for presentation at the 

Agricultural Education national conference, Raleigh, NC. 

 
2023 

  

2021 Journal of Applied Communications Article of the Year 
Lawson, C., Meyers, C., McCord, A., Irlbeck, E., & Boren, A. (2021). Individual depictions, 
causes, and consequences: Effects of media frames on perceptions toward the rural opioid 

epidemic. Journal of Applied Communication, 105(2), 1-26. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-
0834.2377 

 
 

2022 

  

Outstanding Research Paper 

Fischer, L., Orton, G.**, & Lawson, C. (2022, June). Examining the impact of disaster 
experience with Winter Storm Uri and climate change risk perceptions on climate change 

 

2022 
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mitigation policy support. Refereed research paper accepted for presentation at the 
Association for Communication Excellence National Conference, Kansas City, MO. 

  

Honors College Outstanding Thesis Award in Science 
Kiera Dwyer, honors advisee, received the award for outstanding thesis in science from the 
Honors College at Oregon State University 

2022 

  

Distinguished New Professor of the Year 
Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences 

2022 

  

Science Communication Fellowship 

Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 

2022 

  

Distinguished Research Manuscript 
Austin-Castillo, R.*, Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2021, September). Scarce water in Site: A 

content analysis of news coverage of the Sites Reservoir project. Refereed paper accepted for 
presentation at the at the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education 
Western Region, Bozeman, MT. 

 
 

2021 

  

Excellent Research Poster Design 
Garrison, F.*, Lawson, C., & LaGrande, L. (2021, September). Framing agricultural labor issues: 
An analysis of Florida and California H-2A program news coverage. Abstract accepted for 
presentation at the at the annual meeting of the American Association for Agricultural Education 

Western Region, Bozeman, MT. 

 
 

2021 

  

Distinguished New Professor of the Year 
Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences 

2021 

  

Second Runner-Up Research Poster – National Agricultural Communications Symposium 
Durheim, A.*, Ruth, T., & Lawson, C. (2021, February). Exploring college of agriculture students’ 

media literacy. Abstract accepted for presentation at the 2021 National Agricultural 

Communications Symposium. 

 
 

2021 

  

Second Place Texas Tech Graduate School Outstanding Dissertation in Social Science 
Dissertation Title: The media's influence on public perceptions and attitudes toward the rural opioid 

epidemic 

2020 
 
 

  

Graduate Student Teaching Award 
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture  

2020 

  

TEACH Fellowship 

Texas Tech University, Teaching, Learning and Professional Development Center 

 

2019 
  

Raiders Who Rock – Unsung Hero Award 
Texas Tech University, Office of Transition and Engagement 

2019 

  

Western Region Conference Scholarship  
American Association for Agricultural Education 

2018 

  

Outstanding Research Manuscript 

LaGrande, L., Lawson, C., & Meyers, C., (2018, September). Framing agricultural water use: A 
content analysis of state farm bureau YouTube videos. Refereed research paper presented 
at the annual meeting of the American Association  

for Agricultural Education Western Region, Boise, ID.   

2018 

  

President’s Award for Agricultural Education 
American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting 

2011 

  

Honorable Mention for Best Brochure 
American Farm Bureau Federation 

2011 
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Agricultural Award of Excellence  
International Association of Fairs and Expositions 

2011 

  

Award for Best Regular TV Series, Our Ohio  
American Farm Bureau Federation Public Relations Conference 

2007 

  

Top 10 Senior in the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
The Ohio State University, College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Annual 
Student Recognition Banquet 

2006 

  

Warren G. Weiler Outstanding Junior Award 

Agricultural Education Society at The Ohio State University 

2005 

  

McCoy Leadership Award  
Agricultural Education Society at The Ohio State University 

2004 

  

 

Service and Engagement  
  

Academic Associations and Organizations  
  

American Association for Agricultural Education (AAAE) 2013 – Present 
  

American Copy Editors Society (ACES)  2022 – Present 
  

Association for Communications Excellence (ACE) in Agriculture and  
Natural Resources 

2018 – Present 

  

North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) 2019 – Present  
  

Agricultural Education and Communications Graduate Organization 
Texas Tech University (AECGO) 

2018 – 2020  

  

Agricultural Education, Communications, and Leadership (ACEL) Graduate Student 
Association, The Ohio State University  

2013 – 2014   

  

Academic Association Leadership  
  

American Association for Agricultural Education, Research Conference Co-Chair 2024 – 2025  
  

Association for Communications Excellence Research Learning Community, Chair 2024 – 2025  
  

Association for Communications Excellence Research Learning Community, Vice Chair 2023 – 2024  
  

Association for Communications Excellence Research Learning Community, Research 
Director 

2022 – 2023  

  

Association for Communications Excellence Research Learning Community, Secretary 2021 – 2022  
  

American Association for Agricultural Education Western Region Member Services 
Committee 

2020 – 2022 

  

Agriculture Education and Communications Graduate Organization Treasurer 2018 - 2019 
  

Silent Auction Committee Chair – Texas Tech Agricultural Education and 
Communication Alumni Association Dinner & Reunion 

2019 

  

ACEL Graduate Student Association Secretary 2014 
  

Academic Reviewer Roles  
  

Manuscript Reviewer for AAAE National Conference 2022 – Present  
  

Poster Reviewer for National Agricultural Communications Symposium 2021 – Present  
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Reviewer for Outstanding Thesis, Dissertation, and Research Proposal Awards - ACE 2021  
  

Poster Reviewer for AAAE National Conference 2021 – Present 
  

Poster Reviewer for AAAE Western Region Conference 2021 – Present 
  

Manuscript Reviewer for ACE National Conference 2021  
  

Reviewer for Journal of Applied Communications 2020 – Present  
  

Poster Reviewer for Texas Tech Undergraduate Research Conference 2018 
  

Department and University Service Activities  
  

Denman Undergraduate Research Forum Reviewer, The Ohio State University 2025 
  

CFAES Research Awards Committee  2024 - Present 
  

Teaching and Learning with AI Community of Practice: The Ohio State University 

Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning  

2023 – 2024 

  

Resident Director, Agriculture and Natural Resources First Year Experience Study 
Abroad to the Dominican Republic, The Ohio State University  

2023 

  

Ohio State University Global Gateways Initiative Grant Reviewer  2023 
  

Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow - Advisor 2022 - Present 
  

ACEL Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee Member 2022 - 2023 
  

ACEL Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Field Trip co-chair 2022 
  

ACEL Strategic Partnerships Committee Member 2022 - Present 
  

Oregon State Instructor Search Committee Member 2021 
  

Oregon State Thurgood Marshall Graduate Award Review Team Member  2021 
  

Oregon State Leadership Academy Mentor 2020 – 2021 
  

Oregon State Graduate School Awards Reviewer  2020 
  

Oregon State Graduate Council Representative  2020 – Present 
  

Community Engagement  
  

Ohio FFA Career Development Event Vice Chair 2023 - Present 
  

Ohio FFA Career Development Event Judge 2023 
  

Oregon FFA Career Development Event Judge 2021 – 2022 
  

National Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow Public Relations Award Judge 2020 
  

Texas FFA State Communications Career Development Event Volunteer 2019 
  

Texas FFA State Communications Career Development Event Test Designer  2018 
  

Texas Tech University Arbor Day Volunteer 2018 
  

National FFA Organization Prepared Public Speaking Manuscript Evaluator  2018 
  

Idaho FFA Communications Career Development Event Judge 2018 
  

Lubbock Junior League Food2Kids Committee Member 2018 – 2020  
  

Lubbock Junior League Holiday Happening Volunteer 2018 – 2019  
  

The Inside Out Foundation Volunteer 2018 
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Ohio State University Extension Advisory Board Member 2016 – 2017  
  

Brown County Extension Advisory Committee Member 2016 – 2017  
  

Brown County Junior Fair Sale Committee Member 2014 – 2016  
  

Cincinnati Junior League Leadership Development Committee Member 2014 – 2016  
  

Columbus Junior League Fund Development Committee 2013 
  

Ohio FFA State Communications Career Development Event Judge 2013 
  

Ohio State ACEL Graduate Student Association PR Committee 2013 
  

Columbus Junior League Kelton House Gala Co-Chair 2013 – 2014  
  

Columbus Junior League Holiday Tour of Homes Committee Member 2012 – 2013 
  

Alpha Sigma Upsilon Alumni Advisor 2011 – 2014 
  

College of Food, Agricultural & Environmental Sciences Alumni  

Reunion Co-Chair 

2008 

  

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences Alumni Board 2006 – 2009  
  

Ohio FFA Convention Staff 2006 
  

Ohio FFA District Officer Trainer 2005 
  

 

Certifications  
  

Certificate in Effective Teaching Practice Framework, The Association of College and University 
Educators 

2025 

  
 

 

Teaching Information Literacy, The Ohio State University, Drake Institute for Teaching and 

Learning 

2024 

  
 

 

New Faculty FIT Teaching and Learning Teaching Endorsement, The Ohio State University, Drake 
Institute for Teaching and Learning 

2023 

  
 

 

Diversity, Intercultural, and Community Engagement (DICE) Certification, Center for Belonging 
and Social Change, The Ohio State University 

2023 

  
 

 

Responsible Conduct of Research, Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program), 
The Ohio State University 

2022 

  
  

Responsible Conduct of Research, Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program), 

Texas Tech University 

2019 

  
  

Ethical Use of Human Subjects in Research, Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI 
Program), Texas Tech University 

2018 

  
  

Intercultural Awareness and Community Engagement, Multicultural Center, The Ohio State 
University 

2014 

  
  

 

Professional Development  
  

Science Communication for STEM Researchers, The Ohio State University  2025 
  

Effective Teaching Practices Cohort, Association of College and University Educators, The 
Ohio State University  

2024-2025 
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Civic Science and Ethics in the Age of AI: Building Trust, Notre Dame University  2024 
  

Saving Science Lecture and Author Meet and Greet: The STEAM Factory. The Ohio State 
University  

2024 

  

Teaching Information Literacy Cohort, The Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning, The 

Ohio State University  

2023 

  

New Faculty FIT Teaching and Learning Mentoring Program, The Drake Institute for 
Teaching and Learning, The Ohio State University  

2022-2023 

  

Teaching and Learning with AI Community of Practice: The Ohio State University 
Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning  

2023 – 2024 

  

Byrd Center Symposium on Climate Change, The Ohio State University 2023 
  

Help! My Students Can’t Research, University Libraries, The Ohio State University 2023 
  

ChatGPT for Editors: Leveraging AI to Transform Your Workflow and Upgrade your 
Efficiency, The American Copy Editors Society 

2023 

  

Teaching and Learning Symposium, College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences, The Ohio State University 

2023 

  

Solutions for Water in the 21st Century, The Conversation 2023 
  

Grants Support Technical Assistance Workshop, NIFA, USDA 2023 
  

ACES Evolve: The Power of Editing, The American Copy Editors Society 2023 
  

ChatGPT, The American Copy Editors Society 2023 
  

Agile Project Management Workshop, College of Food, Agricultural, & Environmental 
Sciences, The Ohio State University 

2023 

  

P&T 101 Workshop, College of Food, Agricultural, & Environmental Sciences, The Ohio 
State University 

2023 

  

Ohio Youth Resilience Collaborative Summit 2023 
  

REACH Training, The Ohio State University Suicide Prevention Program 2022 
  

Using Technology to Support High-Impact Practices, Office of Technology and Digital 
Innovation, The Ohio state University 

2022 

  

What’s App with Media, Great Lakes Rural Opioid Technical Assistance Program, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

2022 

  

Writing for The Conversation, The Research Commons, The Ohio State University 

Libraries 

2022 

  

Radical Self-Care, Alonso Family Dialogue Series, The Ohio State University 2022 
  

Power, Oppression, and Privilege (P.O.P) Off Workshop, The Ohio State University Multicultural 
Center 

2022 

  

Accessibility, Ableism, and Universal Design, Alonso Family Dialogue Series, The Ohio State 
University 

2022 

  

Creating LGBTQ Inclusive Classrooms, The Ohio State University Multicultural Center 2022 
  

Trans 101, The Ohio State University Multicultural Center 2022 
  

Religiosity and Religious Oppression, Alonso Family Dialogue Series, The Ohio State University 2022 
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LGBTQ 101, The Ohio State University Multicultural Center 2022 
  

Andrea Elliot, Investigate Reporter for The New York Times, President & Provost’s Diversity 
Lecture & Cultural Arts Series, The Ohio State University 

2022 

  

At the Nexus of Climate Change and Population Health: Research Needs for a Sustainable 
Future of the Fresh Produce Industry, The Ohio State University 

2022 

  

SAFE Zone, Multicultural Center, The Ohio State University 2022 
  

Know Your Audience, The Research Commons, The Ohio State University Libraries 2022 
  

Pronouns 101, The Ohio State University Multicultural Center 2022 
  

Accelerate Virtual Conference, The American Copy Editors Society 2022 
  

Practical Tips to Foster Lively, Creative Discussions, eCampus Faculty Forum, Oregon 
State University 

2022 

  

Advancing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion through Communication Excellence, Diversity 

Learning Community, Association for Communication Excellence   

2022 

  

Curriculum and Teaching Assessment, Society of Agricultural Communications Scholars 2022 
  

Representing the Underrepresented: Adding Culturally Responsive and Anti-Racist 

Content to your Course Materials and Open Educational Resources 

2022 

  

Introduction to Mentorship Training and Aligning Expectations, Center for the Importance 
of Mentored Experiences in Research, Oregon State University 

2021 

  

Do values capture attention? ACE Professional Development Webinar Series 2021 
  

Grant Workshop Series, College of Agricultural Sciences,  
Oregon State University 

2020 – 2021 

  

Alliance for Gender Affirmation and Equity Discussions, American Association for 
Agricultural Education 

2020 

  

Food Innovation for Health, Markets and Access, College of Agricultural Sciences, 

Oregon State University 

2020 

  

Blending your Teaching with Instructional Media, Center for Teaching and Learning, 
Oregon State University 

2020 

  

Understanding the Ground: Social Determinants of Health in Rural Populations, Rural 
Health Research Gateway 

2020 

  

The Collapse of Reconstruction and the Roots of White Supremacy, Provost’s Lecture 

Series, Oregon State University 

2020 

  

Orientation to Grant Writing and Submission, College of Agricultural Sciences, Oregon 
State University 

2020 

  

Engaging Undergraduates in Research, Office of Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, 
and Arts, Oregon State University 

2020 

  

Racism is a Public Health Crisis: Now that we see, what do we do? 2020 Bray Health 

Leadership Lecture, College of Public Health and Human Sciences 

2020 

  

Discussing the Rainbow in Our Profession: LGBTQIA Experiences in Agricultural 
Education, Leadership and Communication 

2020 

  

Being a Proactive Faculty Member for Diversity & Inclusion, Society of Agricultural 
Communications Scholars 

2020 
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Inclusive Pedagogy Professional Development, American Association for Agricultural 

Education 

2020 

  

Grant Writing and Fellowship Proposals, Texas Tech University Graduate Writing 
Center 

2020 

  

Building an Effective Syllabus, Texas Tech University Teaching, Learning, and 
Professional Development Center 

2020 

  

The Ivory Tower: Video and Discussion, Texas Tech University Teaching, Learning, and 

Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Considering Mental Health with Today’s Students, Texas Tech University Teaching, 
Learning, and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

The Practice of LGBTQIA Allyship – Texas Tech University Office of LGBTQIA Education 
& Engagement 

2019 

  

Re-envisioning Lecture and Discussion through Stephen Brookfield’s The Skillful Teacher - 

Texas Tech University Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

John M. Burns Conference on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning – Chance at 
Birth: The Promise of Inclusive Teaching, Texas Tech University Teaching, Learning, 

and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Show, Just Don’t Tell!: Teaching Portfolio Fundamentals for Graduate Students – Texas 
Tech University Graduate Student Center 

2019 

  

Understanding Assumptions: The Effect of Bias on the Classroom – Texas Tech University 
Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Conversation on Responsible Research: Overcoming Procrastination – Texas Tech 

University Office of Research and Innovation 

2019 

  

Conversation on Responsible Research: Avoiding Plagiarism – Texas Tech University 
Office of Research and Innovation 

2019 

  

Global Ethics Day: Ethics in Action – Texas Tech University School of Law and Texas Tech 
University Office of Research and Innovation 

2019 

  

Identifying Grants for Research and Project Funding – Texas Tech University Libraries 2019 
  

Transparent Rubric Design: Using a Purpose-Task-Criteria Framework – Texas Tech 
University Office of Planning Assessment 

2019 

  

Recent Scandals of Misconduct in Research – Texas Tech University Office of Research 

and Innovation 

2019 

  

Facilitating Effective Discussions – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning and Professional 
Development Center 

2019 

  

Check Your Bias: The Effect of Implicit Bias on the Classroom and in the Department 
Workshop – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Transparent Assessment Design Workshop – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning and 

Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Grading Policies – A Discussion – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning and Professional 
Development Center 

2019 

  

TEACH Talk: Fostering Critical Thinking – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning and Professional 
Development Center 

2019 
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Advancing Teaching and Learning Conference Participant – Texas Tech Teaching, 
Learning and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Race, Racism, & Public Spaces Lecture Series – White Fragility Book Discussion & 
Workshop Participant – Texas Tech University 

2019 

  

Groundwork Teaching Training Program Participant – Texas Tech Teaching, Learning 
and Professional Development Center 

2019 

  

Classroom Communication Workshop – Texas Tech College of Media & Communication, 
Communication Training Workshop 

2018 

  

Poster Presentation Design Workshop – Texas Tech College of Media & Communication, 
Communication Training Center 

2018 

  

John M. Burns Conference on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning – The 
Undergraduate Experience: What Matters Most for Student Success, Texas Tech 
University 

2018 

  

Personal Statement Writing Workshop, Graduate Writing Center, Texas Tech University 2018 
  

Revision Strategies for Academic Publication, Graduate Writing Center, Texas Tech 
University 

        2018 

  

Texas Tech University & Texas Tech Health Sciences Research Collaborative Meeting – 
Texas Tech University Office of Research & Innovation 

2018 

 


